Intra-anal condyloma: surgical or topical treatment?
Human Papillomavirus infections are the strongest risk factors for genital cancer and are the causative agents of anogenital warts. Although the viral types associated with condylomata usually do not cause carcinoma, in women with a history of these lesions there is an increased risk of intraepithelial neoplasia and cancer. Generally the lesions are not life-threatening, but they provoke significant morbidity, are difficult to treat, and are a source of psychosocial stress. Thus, condylomata represent not only a health problem for the patient but also an economic burden for the society. Considering the individual episodes of care, men experience a longer duration of the lesions and incur greater costs than women. We report a case of a male patient with external and intra-anal condyloma resistant to laser therapy. Initially, surgical intervention appeared required because of florid and intra-anal growth. HPV DNA testing and sequencing revealed the presence of HPV 6. After initial discomfort, the lesions were successfully cleared with topical imiquimod 5 percent cream therapy.